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The Whole People of God

This review of 2018 documents the work of many of the committees and groups that share in the
church’s mission and ministry. Please join in prayer, thanking God for all that has happened, and
asking for his blessing on the year ahead.
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The highlights of 2018 were mostly during the summer which seemed to be full of celebratory events.
During June the Diocese held the FestivALL, a month of events bringing people closer together,
celebrating the communities in which we live and work. FestivALL was about coming together, talking,
sharing and celebrating — but most of all, having fun. So as part of the events around the diocese we
held a special service of Community Celebration at St. Mary's, inviting all the groups in the town to
participate, with drinks, eats and music in the churchyard afterwards. What a lovely atmosphere it was,
as we celebrated the richness of community life. We also held a Flower Festival on the theme of ‘Earth,
Air, Fire, Water' which produced the most amazing and beautiful flower creations, and was enjoyed by
record numbers of visitors. The popular ukulele jam group with Dan Budd gave a wonderful concert in
church too. Then at the end of June Rev'd Joy was ordained priest at Gloucester Cathedral, and
celebrated her first Eucharist at a Benefice Service at St Arilda’s the next day. That afternoon we
enjoyed the annual Vicarage Garden Party with record numbers of cucumber sandwiches and cakes
consumed! It was truly a summer to remember.

In the autumn we started a ‘Dads and Kids' morning in the church hall; we held a 'Harry Potter’ themed
Family Service on Advent Sunday, thinking about exciting journeys and the power of love. Bishop
Robert joined us on 16" December and confirmed Lisa Turner and Ronnie Walters. The annual
Remembrance Service was attended by record numbers as we celebrated the centenary of the
Armistice.

I was grateful to Sarah Lewis's support in the office as we implemented the new GDPR regulations on
data protection, and we were sorry to say goodbye to Sarah in the summer when she left to take up a
post as teaching assistant at Christ the King School. We welcomed Anna Ballard who came to join
Gemma in the office. Sarah is still around and continues to help with Muddy Church.

There were several very sad goodbyes to much loved members of the congregation who died during
the year: Elizabeth Miller, Tim Giles, Howard Lloyd, Rae Forster and Joan Tuck. They have each given
us so much over the years and we miss them. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

As [ write now, we are all too well aware that this will be my last annual report in Thornbury as I
prepare to leave and take up a new post at Llandaff. I cannot speak too highly of the support I have
received this year and indeed since 2012, from many people, including Gemma and Sarah, now Anna,
in the office; Malcolm as Director of Music, and our many dedicated volunteers. These range from the
Churchwardens, Mike Keavey and Marie Holmes, with assistants Phil Jones and Alan Mullinex at St
Paul’s; Gill Young as Treasurer, Mike Dennett as Secretary, and all the PCC; and members of the many
groups who report on their year's activities below. Special thanks also to our Readers and retired
clergy for their ministry, prayers and their practical support. The body of Christ in this place is rich in
faith and love; may it grow and flourish into the future.

Rev'd Jan van der Lely



Management

St Mary's Church Buildings and Fabric

After major projects requiring a faculty in each of the years 2015, 2016 and 2017, with no such project
in 2018 it might seem that nothing much was happening. In fact, like the buses, three major projects
requiring faculties have actually come along at once. This is not quite as it seems; they were all started
at different times but have reached the stage of being ready for submission together, not least
because of the huge amount of work put in by Robin with his considerable expertise in building
matters and his knowledge of suitable companies to approach. Thanks are also due to Tim who writes
a brilliant, if somewhat acerbic, “Statement of Needs".

The projects in question are:

a) a new ramp to the Stafford Chapel involving the moving back of the side-facing pews,

b) new lighting for the whole of the church now designed by specialist lighting architects, and

c) a refurbished porch and path featuring new glass doors to create an impression of openness to
passers-by.

It is hoped that these faculties will be approved during 2019 and work commenced shortly after,
notwithstanding the need for the church to remain usable at all times.

The most obvious item of building work actually carried out in 2018 was the repointing of two
elevations at the west end of the south aisle. This was generously funded in its entirety by the Ibstock
Enovert Trust. Cracks in the tower pinnacles were repaired as part of a related project. The statutory
five-year inspections of both the fixed wiring and lightning conductors were also carried out during
this period, along with several minor electrical upgrades and repairs and the usual schedule of annual
maintenance. A particularly worrying issue was the discovery of two old light fittings dangling by
nothing but their electrical cables in the now-sealed old bell chamber. Rectification required the
coordinated attendance of both electricians and steeplejacks.

Several other issues discovered, such as leaking flashing over the south aisle and several matters in the
churchyard, are to be dealt with in early 2019.

Many other small jobs were completed by our own volunteers and we are extremely grateful to those
looking after the sound and audio-visual equipment, the painters and varnishers, and the light bulb
changers in particular. Iam also very grateful to Marie, who has taken responsibility for most of the
non-fabric duties of a church warden so that I don't have to think about them. Many thanks all.

Mike Keavey, Churchwarden
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I would like to thank those volunteers who give up their time in carrying out the normal maintenance

at St Paul’s together with the cleaners and flower arrangers both internally and externally, the grass,

hedge and tree trimmers and the gutter and downpipe cleaners.

The old nave runner carpet has been removed, the parquet floor sanded and resealed and a new

runner carpet installed which has lightened the interior of the building.

Next year we will be investigating upgrading the kitchen décor and replacing the carpet in the Sunday
school room.

Phil Jones, Assistant Churchwarden



Church Hall Management

The Church Hall management is reported in the Annual Report. Jean Geal and I are Church Hall Co-
Conveners and Co-Chairs of the Church Hall committee.

Alan Mullinex - on behalf of the Hall Committee
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Our series of regular Sunday afternoon recitals continued throughout the year, featuring a variety of
musicians. Highlights included Baritone Aaron Holmes — an MA student at the Royal Welsh College of
Music & Drama, a superb saxophone recital given by Gloucestershire Young Musician of the Year Lydia
Kenny, a masterful performance by 13-year-old violinist Flora Clapham, and Steel Storm — a steel drum
band consisting mainly of year 11 students from Castle School.

We hosted a "Come and Sing” event in Holy Week where singers came together to perform Stainer’s
Crucifixion. Members of our choir also participated in the Deanery Evensong in September, which was
at St James’s Church in Dursley.

In July the choir of St. George’s Church in Kiisnacht, Zirich, led by my predecessor as Director of Music
Joachim Schwander, visited Thornbury. They joined the choir of St. Mary's in singing Léo Delibes’
Messe bréve at the morning eucharist on Sunday 15th July, and the two choirs had Sunday lunch at
the Anchor in Oldbury. A return visit to Switzerland is planned for June 2019.

I am very grateful to the choir of St. Mary’s for making me feel so welcome during my first 18 months

as Director of Music, and for continuing to give up their time to support the music in the Parish.

Malcolm Kittle
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On behalf of our churches I would like to thank each member of the cleaning team and the team who
keep the brass shining to make St Mary's a warm and welcoming place for visitors and worshippers.

The church is divided up into sections and ideally cleaned every week. We meet on a Friday morning
usually about 9.30am (or whenever people can manage). It takes the cleaner about an hour to do a
section. We are a friendly welcoming group and there is always time to have a chat, share concerns
and have a coffee.

Polishing can be very therapeutic and can be used as a reflective time of prayer. To be able to prepare
the church for services and visitors is very rewarding.

The Brass Team is a group of 10 and work in pairs. The brass is cleaned fortnightly, allowing more
flexibility. If you would like to be part of either team, please contact Kate Teague — tel. 01454 415 837
for further information.

Kate Teague
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I would like to thank the team of ten flower arrangers for their loyal support, who with myself take it in
turn to arrange the flowers in St. Mary's. Unfortunately, Terry Holiday was unable to continue on the
rota due to ill health and Doreen Dolder has had to come off for the time being again due to health
reasons, so if anyone else would like to come and help us they would be welcome. The highlight of
our year was of course the Flower Festival in June, when we all did special arrangements to make the
event such a success. Thank you also to people who give money for a special arrangement or for an
Easter Lily in memory of a loved one. We look forward to another year with flowers to make the
church look welcoming.

Jean Boakes
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There is a small but loyal band of Cleaners and Flower arrangers who, on a rota basis, have again kept
St Pauls’ clean, welcoming and beautiful this year, especially for the festivals, enabling our worship to
continue in an atmosphere of friendly calm. Many thanks to them all. We are grateful to the volunteers
who have recently joined our little band but new cleaners and flower arrangers are always welcome —
this only involves taking a ‘turn’ a few times in a year.

Monica Mullinex
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New members to the mower team have been welcomed during the year, but we have also had to
thank a number of our long standing members who have had to retire due to ill health.

The bee hives continued to be populated and the bees seem happy.

Through the extremes of our British climate the Holy Mower volunteer team's efforts, with the help
from local neighbours, has still maintained a well presented churchyard throughout the year. By the
team putting in this extra effort, above keeping the grass in good order, by clearing brambles and ivy
from the surrounding areas contributed to the number of compliments received from visitors and
locals alike.

The early spring ground clearance work we had managed
to do in late February had meant we have had a greater
abundance of snow drops filling these cleared areas.
Crocus and primroses have added to the floral array, but
has made for greater care in cutting the grass in front of
the church, which had grown rapidly in the wet weather.
New clumps of daffodils have managed to spring up also in
the cleared areas.

The Holy Mowers team was awarded a Level 5 -
Outstanding certificate by 'It's Your Neighbourhood'’
assessors and a Silver award certificate for the beehive
area. We should also thank Chris Davey and his Town
Council team for maintaining our mowing machines and helping clear more ground areas under some
of the trees in the church yard and carting away the resultant ‘debris’. We pray for and thank them all
for their hard work.

Jack Hainsworth (Holy Mowers)

Social Committee
The Social Committee has had a busy year organising a variety of Social Events.

A Harvest Supper, held at the Church Hall was well attended and enjoyed by those who came. The
tables looked lovely thanks to the flower arrangements donated by Irene. The event raised some
money for Church Funds. Refreshments were served at the Advent Service of Light where homemade
mince pies were enjoyed by all.

The Community Church Service was a new initiative and proved to be successful. The warm evening
sunshine encouraged people to stay and enjoy refreshments after the service.

St Mary's Church was filled to capacity with people enjoying the beautiful arrangements of flowers
during the Flower Festival. Many cakes were consumed. A big thank you to all the people who
provided extra cakes at short notice.

A small Agape meal was arranged on Maundy Thursday and an early breakfast on Easter morning.

Heritage Open Day encouraged many visitors into St Mary's and the walkers and cyclists enjoyed well
deserved refreshments.



The sun shone for the Vicarage Garden Party and everyone enjoyed the afternoon. There was a special
service for The World Day of Prayer and people enjoyed some very special Slovenian biscuits kindly
made by Jean Cox.

"Tea Talk and Toast" was a happy theme for the Mothering Sunday Service.

I would like to say a very sincere thank you to Carole, Jean, Cynthia and Margaret for all their hard
work and continual support and ideas. Thank you also to those people who are always willing to help
when needed.

We look forward to another year full of happy social events.

Anne Walker

Ch@t Parish Newsletter

2018 was yet another busy year for our Benefice, as reflected in Ch@t! The
contents and size of editions had to be juggled somewhat to cover the various
important events (especially in the summer!) There were ten editions in the year,
five colour photograph editions, nine of which included extra sheets. Those with
colour photos cost more to print, but are much appreciated.

We had special reports in July/August covering St Mary's Flower Festival, and
the outdoor Community Celebration, and in September — the Hopscotch picnic,
Rev'd Joy's ordination, and the Zurich Choir Visit. These were all exceptional and
important events, now “on record” in our Ch@t archive. It helped that the
weather was glorious throughout the summer months. Meg Adnams kept up her
regular and entertaining articles (with photos) on Oldbury Matters (our Benefice partner).

Regular Features included Marian Stephens’ challenging contributions on Environment, and Mothers’
Union articles, plus reports on musical occasions, notably the Sunday Recital Series at St Mary's
organised by Malcolm Kittle. Reporters included Tim Swan, Kate Phillipson-Masters and Mike Elcock.
Articles were also received from Karl Joyce, Head of St Mary’s School, Mick Spiller, Monica Mullinex
and Jacquie Rinaldi.

Thank you to Rev'd Jan for all the excellent leaders and articles; to Rev'd Tom, and to other
contributors, including those who report on youth activities, especially Rev'd Sheila/Hilary Craig for the
regular "Hopscotch” items. A big thank you to the 50 plus magazine distributors organised by Diane
Moyse, to Andrew Gazard for his in-house printing, to Tim Swan and David Moyse for photography, to
Valerie Murray for proof reading and to Fiona Mitchell for her professional touch with set-up and
design. Ch@T is a real team effort!

Angela Swan



Facebook

The Parish Facebook page is still gaining in popularity. During the second part of 2018 the page has
performed much better than the first half. We are now getting, on average, 197 followers per day
following the daily psalm. Participation from the church groups still remains low and we would love to
have loads more photos of events taking place in the parish. People photos are the best with a little
bit of information of what is happening. A picture tells a thousand tales and shows the diversity of the
parish and worshipers. Recently, there was a comment from a lady who lives in Cape Town who
follows our parish Facebook page and who found a psalm posted comforting and relevant to her
personal circumstances, which is an amazing fact.

We now have 222 followers and the posts reach around 513 followers per week. 72% of our followers
are female and 27% are male. The largest group who follow the page are 35-44-year-old females. The
United Kingdom forms the largest group who regularly follow the page, but other areas are United
States, Greece and the Philippines.

A big thank you to Alicia Thomas and Alan Mullinex who caretake the page whilst I'm on holiday and
anyone else who has contributed to the page.

Pat Duru

Worship

Serving Team

We are very grateful to Mike for his faithful and continuing service. Many thanks to Jack who serves
and is our sacristan. We need three servers each Sunday for a full team but which we rarely achieve.
Our Cathedral crucifer, Peter Davies, comes down to join us for Choral Evensong and Lisa, Polly and
Emma are our Young Servers. Their help is much appreciated. We're glad that Susanne and Claire
from The Hatch continue to serve, as they have for many years.

Valerie Murray

The Wider Church

Thornbury Churches Together

For Thornbury Churches Together (TCT), 2018 began with the usual
New Year's Day walk, followed by tea, cake and prayers at the URC.
During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January two united
services and various prayer meetings were held. Ecumenical house
groups in Lent followed a USPG course ‘All Things are Possible’,

focusing on the Sustainable Development Goals. Women's Word Day of Prayer ‘All God's Creation is
Good' written by women of Surinam was held on 16 March, not 2"¢ March, due to snow! During

Fairtrade Fortnight two Palestinian farmers shared their experiences and some food. On Good Friday

ey
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three crosses (one large and two small) were carried through the town, stopping in several places for a
hymn, bible reading and prayer. Christian Aid Week in May was marked by door-to-door collections
and soup lunches. On 8" July, at Thornbury Carnival, many benefited from the shade and chairs
provided, a gazebo for crafts, as well as helping construct and decorate a bamboo church. TCT also
provided help with manning one of the entrance gates. Next day a combined service on the Mundy
playing field was followed by a shared picnic. An alternative service was held at the URC. For the first
time details of Christmas Services in all the churches were stapled in the centre of the December
Thornbury magazine, extra help being given during collation. The TCT stand at Thornbury Christmas
Lights Switch-On went well. An evening carol singing in several pubs again gave more contact with
the community.

Thornbury Make Poverty History group  [MPH]

This is a sub-group of TCT promoting issues of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC)
globally as well as locally. For One World Week in October the theme ‘The World is Changing — What
About Us?’' taking up some of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) relevant to ‘Land, Sea (Water)
and Air’ were discussed over tea and cakes, with pledges made. Assisted by Sustainable Thornbury
who also led a Stream Clean-Up (plastic especially noticeable). TCT has continued to provide welcome
packs to new houses. ‘Open the Book’ takes Bible Stories into primary schools. TCT is involved in the
Foodbank, which also has links with ‘New Start Debt’ (Thornbury). TCT is supporting ‘Thornbury
Parenting Together’, ‘Parent Buddies’ and ‘Streetspace’. Each Saturday TCT runs a stall selling Fairtrade
Goods at the URC.

Through all this the 7 covenanted churches, which comprise TCT, share their faith through loving
concern for the local community as well as for each other.

Pauline Thomas.

Wotton Deanery Synod

Synod met 4 times during the year as usual at the Bluecoat School, Wotton under Edge. Each time
there is a speaker on a topic of interest to all, and an update on diocesan news and events.

In February there was a presentation on Christian Aid, including the SALT network, which is a network
set up for business leaders, to challenge each other and bring faith into their business. The speaker
also introduced Global Neighbours, a Primary School Accreditation scheme, run in partnership with the
Church of England Education Office. There were three stages of award, bronze, silver and gold and it
introduced primary aged children to global injustice and the Christian response to it. Schools are
encouraged to link up with this scheme.

In June we had a presentation about the Parish Giving Scheme which we are all encouraged to join; it
is run by our diocese but used by half of the dioceses around the country. Donors give by direct debit
and the Gift Aid is claimed back for us, which reduces much volunteer work in parishes.

The October meeting focussed on the Arthur Rank Centre project ‘Germinate’ which is about
equipping churches for rural mission. In November various parishes contributed stories of ‘courageous
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worship’ as examples of how the diocesan LIFE vision can be put into practice. The examples included
Prayer Space in schools and special Remembrance exhibitions.

There was also an extra meeting held in November as the pledges for Parish Share came in, so that
representatives could see how close the deanery was getting to fulfilling the level of financial support
needed to cover all our costs of mission and ministry.

Rev'd Jan van der Lely.

Faith Sharing Group

In January Rev Joy hosted a New Year event at Hawkes House. It looked creatively at some New Year
Resolutions which attendees might reflect on and attempt. This pub-based event was intended to be
attractive to unchurched people.

During May, as part of the Diocesan Festival for All, we planned three public events held in St.Mary's.
A Ukelele concert which included a lively audience sing-along (good fun); a beautiful Flower Festival
attended by large numbers of cake-eating flower-lovers and, finally, a well-attended, Community
Celebration Service representing many of the civil, social and voluntary groups in our lively Town. Film
Nights continued through the Autumn/Winter and into Spring, showing a variety of films to entertain,
amuse and stimulate.

As part of our Diocesan-wide Weekend of Evangelism to be run in March 2019 we have combined with
a team of curates from the Diocese to plan an event.

In line with our Town’s Thornbury Welcomes policy we have been planning a Muddy Saturday event to
which we will invite those on the new estates to join us for some activities which include Mothering
Sunday posy-making, games, creative prayer, BBQ, and a welcoming Service conducted by the Bishop.
We hope to make the newcomers feel welcome in our community and give them a taste of the
activities and supportive welcome which the church offers to everyone.

The Faith-Sharing Group promotes ways in which we can encourage growth in faith, in community and
in our journey of discipleship together.

Mike Spiller on behalf of the Faith Sharing Committee.
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Enjoyable but disappointing is my summary for 2018. Enjoyable because I always enjoy and look

forward to that second Saturday of the month, but disappointing to be the only Anglican to take part -
do come and join in, it is great fun!

Also by missing out on a regular quality time of fellowship with men, you are missing the greater
pleasure, namely the opportunity to participate in one or two of the walking weekends positioned in
the calendar between May and September. I always try to make at least one because they're GREAT. If
you're not a keen walker or are unable to do more than very modest distances, arrangements are put
in place for alternative short gentle strolls with very attractive cafés at the finish. For several years we
had a lovely man in his eighties who could only manage very small distances but cooked like a pro.
Perhaps your forte is washing-up or making beds.
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We had a particularly inspiring weekend last year with Mark and David Baker. Ian Baker, who
organises the weekends and plans the walks, is from Melbourne, Australia, (so we're an inclusive
group), and Mark and David are respectively son and grandson. Mark’s wife Tammy is Chinese and the
family live and work for YWAM in Sabah, Malaysia as Christian missionaries. We covered 30 miles that
weekend over three days and Mark and David were walking companions for much of that time. It felt
a privilege to share their accounts of life for Christians in a Moslem country, where all laws and
permissions are governed by that faith and rigorously administered. I came away deeply grateful for
the freedoms we've retained in the UK.

Ken Miles

Sunday Lunch

Sunday lunches are now in their eleventh year and are much appreciated by the two dozen or so
people who enjoy a home cooked meal together on a monthly basis. This continues to be made
possible by a stalwart team of cooks who have been involved from the outset. I would like to thank all
of them for the support they give me, and one another.

We have become more realistic about how many people can be comfortably accommodated in our
homes bearing in mind that the hosts are now at the age the guests were when the scheme started!
Anyone who feels able to help would be more than welcome. Please contact me.

The guests contribute a donation to cover the cost of the meal and any surplus is given to Church
funds.

Ruth Piolle

Missions: Glob al and Local Concern

Throughout 2018 we continued to pray with our friends in Bufumbo, Uganda. The
beads and bowls were also very popular. We promoted Fairtrade Fortnight in
February encouraging members of our church to buy Fairtrade goods.

You also continued to support the Foodbank throughout the year. Thank you.

The 2018 Lent Appeal supported United Society Partners in the Gospel (USPG) and 100 Lent Boxes
were handed out (if you still have yours, and want to return it, please bring it along to any service!).
This was followed by a very successful Lenten Lunch. Martin Canning, a USPG trustee, very kindly
braved the snow to speak at the Lenten lunch with over 50 people enjoying homemade soup with
proceeds going to USPG. Thank you to the volunteers who made excellent homemade soup,
decorated the tables and gave us all the opportunity to have a good chat and a hot lunch on a very
cold day!




Christian Aid Week took place in May, thank you for all those who supported the
appeal and for all who went house-to-house collecting. In order to cover every
road in Thornbury more volunteers are needed this year. It's a great walk, a chance

to chat to neighbours and make new friends, could you help? Be part of the biggest
act of Christian witness this May and turn small change into big changes for communities all over the
world. Thank you to our church organisers Ruth and Carole who are retiring from the role, could you
step up and help? You would be providing an invaluable service.

Congratulations! You achieved the Eco Church Bronze award. Thank you to all our Environment
Champions for helping us achieve it. On Environment Sunday in June Noel Sharpe preached with the
focus on cutting our carbon footprint. We now support A Roche, a Christian environmental
organisation that supports Eco Church.

The Harvest Food Appeal was donated to the 5 loaves and 2 fishes project in St Paul's, Bristol. The
Sisters of Mercy have over 300 visitors each Sunday collecting food parcels. We also supported the
Children’s Society with a delightful Christingle Service.

Thank you for all your donations of clothing throughout the year for the Julian Trust Night Shelter for
the Homeless. The collection for Christmas gifts of soap, flannels, toothpaste & brushes — and
chocolate — was a great success. We had a great time at the '‘Pack and Wrap’ party making 243 gift
sets, with a Christmas card for each guest at the Homeless Shelter.

A busy year ended with a visit from Alison Giblett, our Church Mission Society link in Kiev, Ukraine who
is addressing addiction to drugs and alcohol through the Genesis programme. Alison works with local
churches to provide support and train volunteers.

Thank you very much for your generosity in sharing your wealth. Please see the Annual Report for
details of the support you have given locally through the Francis Hopkins Charitable Trust Fund. Also,
the 2018 Charities Allocation, including extra collections — and displays in both churches. It is entirely
due to your generosity that we are able to support these organisations and that all these activities
took place. Thank you.

Christine Dadd, Chair, Missions: Global & Local Concern
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Environment Champions

During 2018 we focused on Eco Church. This is "A Rocha” UK's award scheme. Their vision is for
churches to care for creation as an integral part of loving their neighbours and following God faithfully.
We registered with Eco Church in February 2018 and gradually filled in the online survey as we
completed the items under 5 sections:

. worship and teaching;

. how we look after our buildings;

. care for our land;

. how we engage with our local community and in global campaigns;
. personal lifestyles of our congregation.

2018 actions included three board displays at both Churches: Congregation response to why Christians
should Care for the Environment, Carbon Footprints and LOAF principles. Noel Sharp of Christian Aid
spoke on Eco Church. Harvest Supper entertainment was an environmental puppet show and Quiz.
Churchyard teams continued to develop environmental features.

The congregation had done enough to be awarded our first Eco Church Award (Bronze) on 5%
November, which was presented to the Church Wardens at both Churches on 18" November.
A big thank you to everyone — Rev'd Jan and Rev'd Joy for their support, other Clergy, PCC,
committees and congregations for working on this.

Marian Stephens, Jack Hainsworth, Guy Rawlinson
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The pattern of services which ensures that each Sunday there is a service suitable for young families is
continuing up to Easter this year. The Family Service at 10.30am at St Mary's on the first Sunday of the
month, Kids Praise on the second Sunday, and Family Service at St Paul’s on the fourth Sunday. These
services give children and their families opportunities to worship and learn in a way that is appropriate
for them. Hopscotch on Thursday mornings in term time is still a very well attended service and
meeting point for pre-school children and their parents and carers, with a good team of helpers taking
part.

There are always opportunities for older children to serve at St Mary's at the Sunday morning Eucharist
and to join Octaves - the excellent children’s choir led by Kate Phillipson-Masters.

The Christingle service was well attended again this year, with over 200 oranges being prepared by the
willing team of helpers — for which — many thanks.

The 'Open the Book' teams continue to be welcomed into most of the schools, (more volunteers are
always welcome). Sadly we lost one of our faithful Open the Bookers when Jo Goodenough died
recently.

Assemblies are taken by clergy or lay people in both the primary and secondary schools, and we have
had services (both Eucharistic and non-Eucharistic) held with St Mary’s school during the year.
Members of the congregation are always welcome to attend any of these.
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Over a week in December we held ‘Experience Christmas' in St Mary's church. Many thanks go to the
wonderful team of helpers.

All the work with children and young people is carried out in accordance with the PCC policy on
Safeguarding and Working with Children and Young People, those who lead being checked by the
DBS service.

I would like to thank those who give of their time and enthusiasm to this very important ministry and
would encourage anyone who feels that they would like to become involved in any aspect of this work
to contact myself, but most of all to pray for the Ministry to and with the Children and Youth of the
parish. Thank you.

Monica Mullinex

Dads and Kids morning

This new initiative started in October 2018 with the aim to provide an opportunity for Dads to interact
with their children in a relaxed and creative environment, as well as meeting and networking with each
other. There are many events run for Mums and kids but not ones that Dads can easily access. So it is
held on a Saturday morning, with a hearty breakfast served, of coffee or tea, bacon butties, toast and
fruit. Each time there is a different main craft activity which is demanding enough for Dads to need to
work with the kids, and which has Dad appeal; something that moves, explodes or makes a noise tends
to be popular! Other activities run alongside, including painting, building, cake or biscuit decorating,
and there are newspapers for Dads to browse. Many thanks to Kevin Tweehuysen for master minding
the main crafts; to his wife Fleur for being in charge of food and drink; and to their daughter Peta who
takes charge of 'Peta’s Pantry’, the cake decorating table. Chris Eastwood and Tom Harley act as
welcomers on the door. After two good sessions in 2018 it was decided to continue bi-monthly in
2019.

Rev'd Jan van der Lely

TR UNION
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We had 61 members at the beginning of 2018; nine of them being Indoor Members. At the end of the
year our numbers were 55 members including 5 Indoor Members who are invaluable in upholding us
in prayer.

During the year our branch meetings included a talk on Help for Heroes, an inspiring talk about the
dedicated volunteers who provide a free out-of-hours motorcycle courier service to hospitals, and a
fascinating look at a collection of Nativity Sets. The Summer Special was again an afternoon meeting
with tea, cake and chat; it is an opportunity to meet with others, much appreciated especially by those
who can't get to evening meetings. In October we had our Annual Service with Rev'd Sheila Fisher
giving the address and of course there was our peaceful Candleglow service in Advent. Thanks once
again to Monica and her helpers for organising these lovely services.

In the Deanery we had the Lady Day Service in Uley, the Strawberry Tea in Lower Cam and a Deanery
Meeting in Upper Cam with a talk by Margaret Edwards, a Past President. Diocesan events available to
all were the Summer Festival in Gloucester Cathedral in May led by our new MU Chaplain, Rev'd Katie
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Richardson, and Sue Plant, our Faith and Policy Unit Co-ordinator, and the Mary Sumner Day picnic in
Shurdington, in August.

In September we again joined in the International Wave of Prayer, and served tea and coffee to the
parents of the new Reception class children.

Throughout the year members collected items for the Samaritans’ Purse Operation Christmas Child
boxes, which are much appreciated, and knitted items which continue to be very gratefully received.
Marmalade was made and sold to raise funds for AFIA, the ‘Away From It All' holiday scheme and
Christingle oranges were prepared for the service in December.

Rosemary Keavey, The MU Committee
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Once again in 2018 we saw the school go from strength to strength. We remained over-subscribed in

numbers and results were very good, achieving very much in line with the schools in Thornbury. There
was a three year upward attainment trend in writing, with greater depth achievement being above the

national average for the second year running. Reading was in the top 10% for attainment for the last 3
years and in 2018 our KS1 maths achievement was in the top 10% of schools in England.

But we do not just define our school on good results. We won a national PE award The PE Games
Mark, silver level. The Thornbury Lions Club visited us to present awards. The school entered a
competition to design a bookmark to celebrate 25 years of the Lions in Thornbury. Out of 170 entries,
from schools in the area, we won the top two prizes. Both children received £25 cheques.

Our School Council visited Thornbury Town Hall to find out about how the Town Council works and
spent a fascinating afternoon with the Mayor of Thornbury finding out about the history of the area.

Class 4 visited the mosque in Gloucester and did a ten-week violin course in school which culminated
with a lovely concert at the end. Other visits included trips to Bristol Zoo, PGL, to name just a few.

We did well in the Eisteddfod with a Distinction awarded for the Woodwind Ensemble and, as part of
Thornbury in Bloom, we won the Gold and Lions School Shield Award. A truly amazing highlight was
to win first prize at the Berkeley Show in the wheel barrow design competition.

The children were active in the church, Rev Jan introduced a new ‘Back Pack Service' where on the first
day of the year we go into church to look forward to an exciting year ahead and the children have their
back packs blessed. We also used the church for a number of services, including three Eucharists and
the visit of ISING POP’ who held a concert with the children in the church.

Every class enjoyed their learning throughout the year and grew in confidence as our excellent staff
worked hard to make the curriculum interesting and exciting. We had a very positive report on the
school from the Local Authority, who did a one day review, and the Director of Education for the
Diocese Rachel Howie found time in her precious calendar to visit us and enjoyed seeing the children
at work.

We had a new roof on the Key stage 2 building and the diocese also commissioned a ‘condition
survey' to review our buildings. The report from this recommended some extensive work that needed
to be done on the buildings to ensure they are kept in good repair. We are awaiting reports on
funding in order to action the recommendations.
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Our work with the church and community has never been stronger, the children have fantastic support
from the governors as well as the staff and also the parents who work tirelessly with the teachers to
support the children to help create an environment where everyone feels secure and are happy to
attend.

As ever the children remain a credit to the school and we look forward to the coming year with great
confidence.

Karl Joyce (Head teacher)

Pastoral Care

Pastoral Visiting Team

We have had a good year thanks to the dedicated support of a small team of people who choose to
help with pastoral support, offering home visits and practical support. So many members of our
congregations offer help and support to many others. Also a few of us offer home communion to
those who are house bound.

We rely on members of the congregation to notify us if they feel someone is in need.

So, if someone is missing from your pew or you have not seen them for a while, give them a call; a
friendly chat is always welcome. Our concern and outreach to others should be part of our Christian
Giving. At least give their names to one of us and we will follow up with a visit.

We all meet regularly with the clergy to assess need and share tasks. We meet occasionally with the
bereavement team to liaise about different members.

Sheila Jones

Bereavement Support

When someone you love dies life is turned upside down. This is when our Bereavement Group visit and
support people.

Jan and I have the privilege of working with this special group. They take on the responsibility of
visiting people they often do not know, at this very difficult and vulnerable time, showing great
compassion and sensitivity.

Our group meets every two months to share and learn as we hear of each other’s experiences. The
visitors’ gifts of listening, caring and empathising with bereaved people becomes obvious and in turn
their own lives are enriched by their visits.

When the group was initially set up we were trained by ACCORD a diocesan education resource. About
two years ago we had another course to bring us up to date with any new data.

Jan and I receive details when there is a funeral at one of our Churches, and then contact a visitor. If
possible the visitor will attend the funeral and make contact 3 to 4 weeks later. Each individual case is
different and the number of visits will vary from person to person. Contact usually lasts for a year but
sometimes longer. Cards are sent to the bereaved on the anniversary of their loved ones’ death. We
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also have an annual memorial service in the autumn to which everyone is invited. This service is well
attended and the people really appreciate this special time to remember and reflect.

This is one way our Church serves our congregation and the wider community of Thornbury.

Jan Miles and Ruth Parker

Marriage Preparation

All couples wishing to marry in the Parish are required to attend a ‘Marriage Preparation’ evening
course. The course is a session for up to five couples at a time and takes place usually in St Pauls
Church room. This is in addition to the meeting the couples will have with the clergy and is intended to
cover aspects of married life.

The origins of the course go back many years. It started over 25 years ago when there was concern at
the increase in marriage break-up and divorce, and it was thought that the least we could do as a
church was to reinforce the start of a marriage, which was the only real opportunity we would possibly
have to do anything positive.

The course is run by one of two married couples from the Church; Alan and Monica Mullinex and
Martin and Pippa Davey who have an aggregate marriage experience of almost 100 years. Our thanks
go to Jack and Barbara Hainsworth for their contribution to this course over the years also. There are
several sessions per year, on a Friday evening. These are at monthly intervals, with up to about eight
sessions per year depending on demand. Sadly, demand has been reducing.

Each couple runs the evenings in their own way, but with common themes, concentrating on
communication, family relationships and dealing with the possible ups and downs of life. We do not
seek to paint an unrealistic or rosy picture. As well as the good things, we talk about rows; we talk
about in-laws; we talk about that potential annual challenge of Christmas. It is not a ‘talk’, as we
encourage the couples to open up and join in a discussion. For this reason, one of the first things we
always agree is that the discussions are only between the participants and not for taking beyond the
room. Confidentiality in these circumstances is important.

The nature of the course has changed over the years. In the early days most couples lived separately
prior to the wedding, but that has gradually changed to the situation where a lot now live together,
and some have children. The other significant change has been the marriage of divorced people. This
can change the dynamics of a meeting and the evenings can be very different.

It is impossible to know what difference we make, but in almost all cases, at the end of the evening the
couples make a positive effort to thank us and say how useful it has been. For our part, we feel that if
one thing that has been said helps them at some time in the future, we will have succeeded in a small
way.

We all enjoy doing these preparation evenings, but time passes and as is often said, ‘none of us are
getting any younger'. We will need other people to volunteer to take over this role in time, so if any
couple would like an interesting, challenging, but always enjoyable and worthwhile activity, we would
welcome you to our team. Anyone who may be interested can contact either Jan or Martin and Pippa.

Martin & Pippa Davey
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Parish Contacts

Another year of changes for Thornbury as new housing estates blossom and hopefully bring new
worshippers to St Mary’s and St Paul’s.

The idea of Parish Contacts has always been to provide a ‘contact’ person for every street in Thornbury
and district, and to deliver to everyone on our church database an Easter and Christmas card. Some
Parish Contacts, (PCs), cover their own streets and know their recipients quite well, while for others it's
still an opportunity to knock on their doors twice a year, smile and hand them a card personally. After
a few years many become familiar faces and, better still, you may even recognise them in church on a
Sunday!

Some of us have been PCs for ten years or more - and guess what that means, we're ten years older
than when we began. Please therefore do consider volunteering as a PC yourself, we can't all go on
forever like the indomitable Rita Freed. Thank you so much Rita for refusing to give up just because
you were ninety years old, and for carrying on with the kind help of Maureen Hawker for several more
years. Thank you too Maureen for taking on Rita’s list, we are most grateful.

Sadly Joan Tuck passed away during the year and thank you to Ruth Parker for stepping into Joan's
shoes. I know it's not the easiest round in Thornbury by a long chalk.

So to conclude, thanks are due to every PC for their loyalty and stamina, and a special mention also for
two unofficial deliverers, Rev'd Jan and Rev'd Joy Ludlow. You youngsters must have covered miles of
new estate roads delivering flyers to the new houses. The Parish probably owes you at least a new pair
of walking shoes each.

Oh I nearly forgot! We do appreciate the cakes at your tea parties Jan, long may this tradition
continue.

Ken Miles

Baptism

The Baptism Ministry continues to thrive with 33 Baptisms between April 2018 and March 2019 across
St. Mary'’s, St. Paul’s and St. Arilda’s.

At the Baptism service, the child’s handprint is taken to add to our lovely Baptism tree which is
hanging near the children’s corner at the back of St. Mary's. Also, each child receives a knitted teddy or
blanket. A huge thank you goes to Rosemary Green and her team of dedicated knitters as the children
love them.

All families are invited back to a child friendly service at either Hopscotch, Kids' Praise or a Family
service, to receive their Baptism certificate, children’s Bible and candle. This arrangement appears to be
working well.

I would like to thank all our Baptism vergers - Jack and Barbara Hainsworth, Graham and Veronica
Gambling and Peter Craig for their continued support. We would always welcome more volunteers to
help out at these happy services.

Hilary Craig
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Contact

St. Mary's Church Office
Open Monday — Friday 9:15am-12:00pm.
Email: thornburyparish@btconnect.com
Tel: 01454 281 900

St. Mary’s Parish Church, Thornbury
and
St. Paul’s The Hackett
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